
Mrs Diane Tilley - Chief Executive
Lichfield District Council
District Council House
Frog Lane
Lichfield
Staffordshire
WS13 6YY
 
Case Ref: ZA35246
 
 
 21 January 2020
 
Dear Mrs Tilley
 
I am writing on behalf of residents living in Fazeley who have contacted me with concerns about the
Mile Oak development proposed in the Lichfield Local Plan.

I appreciate that the consultation period has been somewhat overshadowed by the General Election
and Christmas, however there is real local concern about the plans and so I would be grateful for
clear communication and more engagement sessions for the people of Fazeley to provide feedback
on the plans.
 
Whilst I am not opposed to building and I believe most residents in our region recognise the need for
good quality local housing which in itself underpins demand for local services, it is important that any
development put forward is right for the community. With this in mind I would be grateful if you
could review and give full consideration to the below issues which have been raised by local
residents.

Infrastructure

Fazeley is a small town which has already seen significant growth with the recent Dunstall Lane
development. Primary Schools in the area are close to full subscription and the high school in the
catchment area for the proposed Mile Oak development is Rawlett, a school which is
oversubscribed. I would therefore assume that any approved plans would make school development
a priority before the housing is built in the area. Similarly plans for youth and elderly entertainment,
be it park spaces, coffee shops or full community centres should be a part of any future large
development.  Can you please confirm my understanding is correct?

Additionally concerns have been raised on the impact that such a large development will have on
Tamworth. Residents of Fazeley tend to consider Tamworth to be their closest town centre; they
make use of GP, pharmaceutical services, libraries, community centres and financial services in the
town. This can also affect the local police and fire teams in Tamworth. While more homes may help
improve retail footfall in Tamworth town centre and Ventura Park, it is important that other aspects
of day to day infrastructure are considered and that support, perhaps through the S106 scheme, is



offered to Tamworth and services within Tamworth. The effect on Fazeley Road leading to Ventura
Park must also be considered.

Roads

The Sutton Road junction is already an area of congestion at peak hours. It is also an area where a
number of traffic incidents take place. Increasing homes near to this stretch would no doubt have an
impact. I would welcome reassurance that improvements will be made to the junction. Additionally,
businesses operating near to the junction may be negatively impacted by a further increase in traffic,
making it difficult to access the industrial estate. The A453 is a key route for emergency services to
keeping congestion to a minimum is a priority.

The Highways Agency have long raised concerns about traffic and congestion around the nearby A5
exit sliproad when further housing developments have been suggested in the area. I would welcome
reassurances that LDC will work closely with the Highways Agency to ensure that any congestion
along this stretch would be minimised. 

Furthermore, I have no doubt that new developments will affect the already popular Ventura Park
retail facility. Traffic can also be heavy in Fazeley during the peak tourism season at Drayton Manor
Park and Manor Farm Fruits. With this in mind I would be grateful for any detailed traffic
management plans which are available to show how the increase in vehicle usage heading for these
points of interest will be mitigated.

Green Spaces

Many people living in Fazeley benefit the green spaces around the village, be it for leisurely strolls or
to enjoy the wildlife living nearby. I understand that making a decision to build on Greenbelt land is
never an easy one to make, however I would like to be assured that the old unused industrial sites
have been redeveloped and Brownfield sites across Lichfield have been fully considered and used for
housing prior to building on any green spaces.

Residents report that the land is frequented by birds of prey and pheasants, suggesting other smaller
animals also live in the area. Some residents have even reported sightings of deer along Bourne
Brook. I trust that any planning committee will ensure that appropriate surveys are carried out and
steps are taken to mitigate the impact on any plants and wildlife resident in the area. That said, I
would welcome any further measures which Lichfield District Council can take to ensure that the
outskirts of Fazeley remain green, wildlife friendly and ensure that vital habitats are built upon,
rather than lost. Staffordshire Wildlife Trust have been working on Nature Recovery Networks and
could provide great advice on how any future property development can be eco-friendly, supporting
the local flora and fauna. 

Flooding

I understand the potential for increased flooding is also a concern, due to the proximity of the
proposed build near to Bourne Brook. While again I appreciate that flood risk would be fully
considered by the Planning Committee, Fazeley is a town which has a number flood risk hot-spots.
The prospect of increasing risk of flooding is understandably very worrying to local people. Any
reassurances that you and your team can provide on mitigating flooding and perhaps using the
additional CIL funding from a future development to build upon flood defences across Fazeley would
be gratefully appreciated.



Finally, Lichfield District Council’s “Vision for Fazeley” with the Local Plan Review states “the
communities of Fazeley will be more prosperous and better connected by attractive green space and
improved active transport links and have an improved level of open space to meet their needs”. Such
a large development proposal on the edge of the small town seems to go against this vision, affecting
the character of Fazeley. Any further details you can provide on how the levels of open space and
green space across Fazeley will be increased, are important.

Once again I stress that whilst I and many other local residents are not opposed to the general
principle of providing good quality homes to ensure the life blood of our community is supported, it
is essential proper infrastructure and local safeguarding are in place from the offset. Without them
such building becomes unsustainable and inappropriate.
 
Please respond to my constituency office at The White House, 93 Lichfield Street, Tamworth, B79
7QF. Thank you for your time and assistance with these matters which are very much a talking point
for people living in the area.  I look forward to hearing more from you soon.
 
Yours sincerely

Christopher Pincher 
Member of Parliament for Tamworth
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